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From the time we first began using Project Packs we fell in love with them. 
We knew that this type of hands-on learning experience was just the thing 
that was needed to make boring academics not only educational but, fun 

and exciting too! 

To help get you started we have included some of the questions we 
receive about Project Packs. 

What is a Project Pack? 

A Project Pack is simply a great way of compiling key points from your 
studies into one spot that can easily be stored and available to be 
reviewed at any time 

How does this help me? and Why is this a better way for learning? 

The number one reason is the students will retain the information covered 
so much faster. Children learn by doing. Project Packs put learning into 
their hands!  

Another reason is it is a convenient way to store those wonderful projects. 
Students can go back and review them at any time and your schoolroom or 
refrigerator is not cluttered with bits and pieces of their projects. 

And the final reason is they are great and the possibilities are endless! 
There are no age limits and no subject lines that cannot be worked into a 
Project Pack. We will be adding many units to help you in the education of 
your students. 

How do I make a Project Pack? 

A Project Pack is simply a file folder refolded into a shutter style book. 
Open it flat and then fold the sides into the middle creasing neatly and 
there you have it. 

For a more colorful and eye-appealing Project Pack it is suggested 
that some of your Reproducibles be printed out on colored multi-
purpose paper. 

What supplies do I need? 

You will want to have file folders, paper of different colors and weights, 
your students’ favorite coloring tools, tape, glue, scissors, and a stapler.  



Adapting a Project Pack to Fit the Needs of Your Student 
 
 
Adapting a Project or Research Pack is key to ensuring that you provide the best 
lesson for your student.  At first glance, some might just skip over an activity 
because they feel it is too easy or too difficult for their student.  We want you to 
use all the activities we provide…they are easily adaptable! 
 
For example, if you have a PK-3 student the vocabulary activities might be 
difficult for him or her to complete.  Here are some tips to help you adapt the 
activities that require your student to write: 
 

1. Have your student dictate vocabulary words and their meanings as you 
write them. 

2. Have your child draw a picture instead of writing.   
3. You write the word or sentence first so your student can see how it is 

written. 
4. Practice.  Practice.  Practice.  In the car, on a walk, in the shopping cart!  

Practice saying the vocabulary words and what they mean.  Before you 
know it your preschooler will be telling others what those words mean! 

5. Contact us.  We would be happy to give you ideas for adapting specific 
units to a grade level. 

 
On the other hand, some of the activities may seem too easy for your student.  
Does your 5th grade level student want to learn about butterflies, but the Project 
Pack seems too easy?  Try it anyway; just change things up a bit to suit that 
grade level.  Here are some tips to help you adapt the activities to make them a 
little more difficult. 
 

1. In addition to writing down vocabulary words and their meanings, ask your 
student to use the word in a sentence; either verbally or written. 

2. Give your student 1 hour (or other reasonable time frame) to research the 
topic on their own; either online or at the library.  Give your student a set 
of questions or see what he/she can find without your guidance. 

3. Encourage your student to expand on the topic or choose a related topic 
to learn about.   

4. Take a look at some of our preschool units…there is lots of clipart related 
to each topic.  Have your older student cut these out and write a story or 
play about the pictures or perform a play. 

5. Contact us.  We would be happy to give you ideas for adapting specific 
units to a grade level. 

 
These are just a few ways you can adapt a Project Pack to meet the needs of 
your student.  Let your student be the judge if something is too easy or too 
difficult…you just might be surprised!   
 



The Website links we have included in our guides are references we found that 
contain relevant information.  However, the sites are not owned or maintained by 
In the Hands of a Child.  The content may have changed or become a “dead” 
link.  If you find the site contains inappropriate material or is no longer a site, 
please let us know! 
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The Arbor Lodge 
State Historical Park 
and Arboretum is 
located in Nebraska 
City, Nebraska.  The 
park is located on 72 
acres of land and 
includes the 
mansion of J. 
Sterling Morton.  
The mansion is now 
a museum with 
many items dating 
back to the early 
history of Nebraska.  
 
J. Sterling Morton 
not only founded 
Arbor Day, he also 
planted many trees!  
He imported trees 
from all over the 
world and his house 
has over 270 
different varieties of 
trees and shrubs 
including apple 
orchards, chestnuts, 
pines, and 10 state-
champion trees.   
 

Awards 
The National Arbor Day Federation awards prizes to different people 
and groups who are leaders in tree planting and conservation.  
Awards given out include: 

• J. Sterling Morton Award 
• Caroline French Morton Award 
• Good Steward Award 
• Lady Bird Johnson Award 
• Project Award 
• Education Award 
• Celebration Award 
• Promise to Earth Award 
 

Arbor Day Around the World 
Arbor Day is celebrated in countries around the 
world.  It is called Arbour Day in Australia, 
Canada, New Zealand, and the United Kingdom.  
Japan calls the celebration Greenery Day.  In 
other countries, it is called Tree Holiday or Tree 

Festival.   
Celebrations and holiday dates vary from country to country. 
 

• In Israel, Tu B’Shebat is celebrated.  This is the 15th day of the 
Hebrew month Shebat, which is also called the New Year for 
Trees.  In Ancient Israel, Hebrews celebrated by planting trees 
for children born during the year.  A cedar tree was planted for 
each boy born and a cypress tree was planted for each girl. 

• In Brazil, Dia dos Arvores is celebrated at the beginning of 
spring on September 21.   

• Bulgaria celebrates National Forest Day during the first week 
of April. 

• Germany celebrates Tag des Baumes on April 24. 
• Holland celebrates the Dutch National Tree Festival in March 

(March 22, 2006 was the 50th Annual Dutch National Tree 
Festival). 

• In India, the National Festival of Tree Planting is celebrated. 
• The Japanese celebrate Midori Noni, Greenery Day or 

Greening Week, in late April. 
• In Spain, Fiesta del Arbol, which means Tree Festival, is 

celebrated on March 26 to commemorate the day when King 
Alfonso planted a pine tree near Madrid in 1895. 

• In the United Kingdom, National Tree Week, organized by the 
Tree Council, is celebrated at the beginning of November.  
National Tree Dressing Day, organized by Common Ground 
Trees, is celebrated the first weekend of December. 
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